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Vol. 19 ,JULY i9~r; Pri ce 2s . Od. 

J A '\"Vord from 
-:. . the SKIPPEQ, .---, 

011 the Subj"t of Facts-and Fiction. J 
SEX - AND THE SE:XTOII BLAKE LIBRARY 

During June I receive d fr om ~lr. St anl ey Smit~ of l pti,;'ich a lot•~ 
letter which con ta in ed a st ro ng a t tack upon the policy of the new 
Sexton Blake Li br ary . The follo wi!lSl a r e a few e xt r ac t s , taker. out 
of contex t , from .1'l!' . Smith ' s letter : 

'.'I was so sure that the June is sue of C .D. would contai n - i n 
the corre sponde nce columns , in Blakia.na , and in the &ii t ori al -
se ver e condemnat ion of ti1e exces ses of the Sexton Blake Libr ary . 
even had an idea t hat there m.i~ht be a!'! aJmouncement t hat C . D. wa~ 
goi ng to ce ase publishing r e views or giv i n,.,· furthe r ;:ubl i ·~i ty to the 
Sexton Bl ake Li br ary .... As I have sajd , I 't:Us so very certain that 
others would feel the san:e as I rlo anJ • : iB.t ' The Wi t che s of Nott inr 
Hill' would prov e to be the la.ft straw . ... '!'he a-::cent on sex and 
the latent Sadism of sc- many of 1.:!le storf~s ru;:· ')een Ji dis turbin~ 
feature •• , . Only a few yea r s aro , ' The Wi tche : of Not tine Hili ' 
would hav~ been banr.ed , I ,m _ su1·e , and r ightly :10. " 

Mr. Smith has t-een a good fri end of CUne f or a l ol"if' tinie , he has 
bee n~ keer. supporter of Collectors ' Di[ef' t Eince i.ts very ear l y d&ys, 
and he i s a knowledfei:ihle mem~e r of 0 1J.r c-)w. . ::is opinions a:-e 'l&lu 
able , and carry wei t,-.t . On the oth er ha?"l(t, ;1 large number of our 
re ader s buy the S.B.L. every month , Rnd t,:,..ke a big i nterest in it s 
future . 'to sweep the modern Ble.ke f rom our pages would be s omethin g 
we coul d not do unles s t he majority of our Bl ake r eade r s felt t ha t 
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such a thing was justified. 
Mr, Smith ' s guns were trained mainly on "The Witches of Notting 

HilL 11 Our reviewer , Mr. Walter Webb , considered this story in our 
April issue . His comments were not exactly favourable to i t, but he 
clearly did not re gard it as object i onable, I asked Mr, Webb for his 
further views, in the light of Mr. Smith 1s critic ism , and his answer 
wil l be found in our "The Postman Called" column. 

Mr, Smith cr iticised the story for the use of certain strong 
expre ssions . He says: "This is , to the best of my knowledge , the 
first time that such words have been used in th e S .B.L . " Though it 
may be unreali s ti c to expect denizens of the underworld to be very 
choice in the express i ons they use , the fact remains that the S.B .L. 
has got along very well in the past without s;,earing. 

I had not read the story 11\)'Self, al thou,!h a good maey copies 
passed throu,!h 11\Y han ds on their way to reade r s. After receiving Mr. 
Smith ' s letter , I obtained a copy and have now read it. 

The story itself was not my cup of tea , but it struck me as 
iMocuous . I, personally, found it inoffensive, and I do not under
stand Mr. Smith ' s view that it would have been banned a few years ago. 
I t may be that some of 11\Y readers will agree with Mr. Smith and not 
wit h me. Certainly a number have criticised the new S. B.L. for sexi 
ness, and there is clearly some disappointment that the promises of 
the advance publicity do not seem to have been carried out entirely. 

I have read about half a dozen of the new series , and each of 
them contains some sexy element . I do not l i ke sexy reading, but my 
vi ew is that there has been nothing very heinous . One important 
poi nt which I think we should bear in mind is that the new S.B .L. nev er 
glorifies immorality - something which , unha ppily , iJ!. done in so many 
modern tales. Blake is kept on his pedestal , as he should be , and 
Tinker , despite a yearning f or redheads which has become rathe r a 
stale joke , is still t he loyal , plucky fellow upon whom any youngst e r 
can model himse l f without going far wrong . 

The autho rs clear l y introduce a certain sexiness because they 
know tha t this age of ours tends to like that sort of t hi ng . 

Our age is not declining because it likes tough, sex st ories , but 
it likes tough , sex s tor i es because it is declining. The Bond affairs 
have had enormous sales , and people are hypnotised into believing tha t 
what is successful must be good. 

Despite the success of tough, shuddery t ales , I still believe 
that good , clean sto r ies will always sell well . A dirty play will 
draw blrga numbers of people to a theatre admittedly . But an Agatha 
Chris tie play has been running in London for 13 years , so there must 
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still be plenty of folk who prefer something apart from smut. 
I regard the sexy items in the new S.B.L. as mil d , but whether 

there is wisdom in including them in most stor i es is a ques ti on. Those 
who get a kick out of tough , sexy tales will be unlikely to buy Sexton 
Blake in any case , And f or any who do , the sex ele ment in t he S.B.L. 
is not strong enough to titillate the addicts, Yet there i s the ri ak 
tha t it may be too strong for the many who remember and love the old 
Blak e . The S .B .L, has to be careful that it does not slip be tween 
two stoo l s . 

I suggest to my readers that we be not too hasty to condemn, We 
were all happy and grateful t o Mr, Howard Baker for working to bring 
about the return of an old paper which we loved , His task is no easy 
one in t hese days when the market is gl utted with an ever-increasing 
st r eam of paperbacks , I am ce r ta in that he is trying to please the 
old brigade within the limits of a hard market, Pedro has come back 
with a bang. Tinker is startil'l8 to address Blak e as nguv'nor " now 
and then . These things all show a trend in what we think the ri ght 
di re ction. 

Aft er all, only ten sto ri es have been issued so far . Early days , 
I think, to be too criticial , I believe t hat Mr. Howard Baker will 
not let the sex element get out of hand and that as time goes on we 
shal l find plenty of Bl ake s torie s in which it is missing entire l y . 

ANOTml ANNUAL: 
Prepara t ions are now i n hand for Collectors ' Digest Annual , 1965 

edition . Each of our gallant band of contributors i s asked to don his 
or her t hinking cap to give us a nic e flood of articles in our usual 
profuse variety, Even now our printe r s are gett i ng to work se tting up 
some of the finest ar t icles we have ever presented from our star 
wri ters . 

While I think of it , our monthly Blekiana and Nelso n Lee columns 
are getting starved for material . We rely on YOU. 

It is not possib l e this month to giv e further details of the 
forthcoming C.D, Who' s Who, but we promise you t hat it will be in hand 
within a month or two. 

THE EDITOR. 

!rooks and magazines beautifully bound in leather or buckram by expert 

craftsmen , at re asonable prices . Repai rs also carried out. 

A. WESSELY, 22 MONMOUTH ROAD, LONDON, W.2. ENGLAND. 
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HAMILTON IANA · · · · · 
DO YOU REJm!BER? By Roger M, Jenkins 

No, 54 - The Rookwood Caravanning Seljl,es 

Rookwood was very often used by Charles Hamilton as a testing 
ground for themes that were later put into effect at St . Jim's and 
Greyfriars . The idea of a long holiday series was certainly a novel 
one in 1918, but its highly successful reception lllllSt have had a great 
deal to do with the 1919 se r i es in the Gem and the 1921 series i n the 
Magnet. 

It is difficu lt to say just how out of date a horse and caravan 
holiday was in 1918 , though such a thing would have been comon enough 
a decade earlie r . One has a sneakil)8 .suspicion, however, that Charles 
Hamil ton• s descript:j.ons of country ways ( such as farm la boure r s working 
in smocks) were always a little old-fashioned , al ways looking back 
nostalgically to wards a happier pa.st. But even if such a caravan 
holiday was not out of date in 1918, it certa i nly.seems a little 
strange that such a hol iday should have been taken a t all towards the 
end of a long and bitter war. 

There is no trace of ,,.ar-wearine®-in-the s.tory , however, for it 
bubble s over with high spi rits and humoroua..situations, The Fistical 
Four and Tubby Muffin set off in one. caravan, whilst the three Tommies 
and Sergeant Kettle set off in anoihet. Their paths crossed more than 
once, and they even joined forces for a while. An amusing addi tion 
to their number was Clarence Cuffy , goi11& from one caravan to anothe r, 
and causing untold mischief from the very best of motives , Anoth er 
chance companion was Billy Bunter , s l y and detestable as he was at 
thi s time, but still capable of entertaining the r eaders with his out
r ageous habits and customs. 

The series was reprinted in No, 202 of the Schoolboys • Own 
Library , appropriately entitled "The Rookwood Gipsies . " Most of the 
war si tuations were omitted, though an inci dent referring to spies in 
a prohibited coastal area was retained, as was a mention of war bread . 
But if these references puzzled ,my of the readers in 1933, it is un
lik ely that they would have spoil ed the story, whi ch still retains the 
freshness and charm it possessed when it was first written nearly half 
a century ago. 
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LET' S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

~· WllEli IN DOUBT -

It bas been said that a precept of the author or the editor , or 
maybe both , was "When in doubt t run a barring-out l II I am not quite 
sure who said it . It may even have been that I: mysel f made the 
suggestion. Whether there is e:ny truth in it I do not know, but I 
think it likely , Barrings-out were always popular . 

I do not recall eve r being particu l arly keen myself on barrill€-out 
series , even when I was a . lad, The risk of tales of this type was 
thet the author might lose control of th e story , Restraint was necess
ary i f the plot was not to deve l op into slapst i ck , To my way of 
thinking, it was only in his barrill€-out se rie s that Char l es llamilton 
tended , now and the n , to l e t the rein go a trifle too alack. 

The barrill€-out theme became hackneyed with the passing of time. 
Looking back on t he many llamil ton barrill€-out seri es it becomes obvious 
thet one may stand above th e othe r chie fly if the r e was some novel 
twis t somewher e . Kost of them followed very much a set pattern . 

For msi1y years the Magnet' s most famous st ory was "Bob Cherry ' s 
Barri~t " and even..notit is pr obably the most f amous of al l _the 
red cover sto r ies , It could hardly fail to be popular in its day, 
It wae the l ast tal e of a series in which the Bounder determined to 
rid Greyfriars of Mark Linl ey and all the Famous Fi ve in turn, He 
was successfu l till he came to Bob Cherry - and Bob refused to go. 
The result was "Bob Cherry.' s Barri~t . " The actual barring-ou t 
only took up a few chapters of the tale, though it introduced a number 
of the familiar features , even unto P .C. Tozer on a l adde r. 

This b~ing-out W'!5_a t errific climax . The bar~out had 
never been obvious throughout the series. The course of events had 
never been predictable over many weeks during which the heroes of the 
s tories got the worst of things and the reader got more and more worked 
up and the excitement gtew . Then, out of the blue , came the barrill€
out. 

This sort of thing was on very different lines from the Brander 
Bsrr~t of two decades late r. Few would question that this was 
the greatest bsrrill€-out se ries of th em all . For one thing , it was 
quit e a long time since Greyfriars had seen a barring-out, But most 
important of all, it was writt en when the author was at the peak of 
his power s . It was a contrived series . Right fro m the start it was 
obvious that a barriI18'-out was coming. Yet it was a smashing succeSs 
si mply because it was so magnificently writt en. 
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Some 13 years before Brander, ther e had been the Judge Je f freys 
series, and that , in my vie w, set the Magnet on its pa th to b ei ng the 
worl d's great e st sch ool s t ory pa.per. Her e we had a s eries wi th many 
striking side - shows - the sor t of thing which s et a series apart fr om 
being run-of - the- mil l. There was t he new Head whose name alone link 
ed him in the minds of the boys with a tyrant of history . Ther e was 
his Genoan henchman . Before the barrin&-out s t arted we saw t he exci t 
ing and fascinating Gr eyfriars l nquisi tion , a gem of a secret society . 
But the Head had t he ace of trumps - the power of expulsion - and it 
was t hat power which finally brought about the barring-out. AB in 
the case of Bob Cherry I s barring-out , the barring-ou t was the climax 
and not the main plot . It was all the bette r for i t . 

Only a few years af t er Brander came the r e bell i on which resulted 
in a barring-out on Popper ' s I s l and. This was in defenc e of , of all 
people , Bunt er. It was made not able by the fact tha t Mr. Quelch 
sympathised with t he rebe l s . Bis clashes with Pr out were a delight 
to read. I t was Quelch alone who made t his a fa ir ly memor able se r ies . 

Later came the Hacker barring-out . And this , so far as I was 
concerned , was a failure thou8}1 the opening story was exce l lent. As 
the barr i ng-out theme grew more hackneyed with r epetition , so r e
st r aint on the part of the autho r seemed to grow le ss . 

There was one other barring,-out in t he Magnet. In a 3- sto ry 
series in 1922, Si r Hilton Popper persuaded Dr Locke to resign , and a 
Dr . Carnfo rt h was appointed in his place. The novelty of this se r ies 
was tha t it was the seniors who rebelled , but it was unremarkable and 
is seldom referred to t<Hiay. 

The first Hamil ton barring-out i n any of the three famous schools 
occurred in the Gem: "The Great Barring-Out at St . Ji m's ." This was 
a firs t- class s t ory . Whet her it would have been improved if extended 
to a series, as it ce r tainly would have been years later , is a question . 

The only big barring-ou t at St . Jim ' s tock place over Christmas 
1922. Charles Hamilton was writing splendid stories for t he Gem at 
that ti me , and this one was no except i on . Tom Merry was expe ll ed fo r 
theft - and the barring-out resulted . I guess that readers of t he 
time may have fe l t t ha t Christmas was no time f or barrings - ou't . Roger 
Jenkins has suggested t hat the plot was marred by t he fact that t he 
thief was an outside r - someone who happened along t o collllli t t he theft 
and who happened , eventua l ly , to be caught in contrived ci r cumst ances , 
Roger is r ight , of cour se. My own obj ec ti on to th e series i s the 
mammoth scale on which it was staged , with hundreds of boys joi ni ng in . 
The novel twist was pro vi ded by Bunte r, who j oined the r ebel s , and 
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then tried to sell them to Dr. Holmes . 
Rookwood provided the first barring-out se ries . Mr. !landers 

took charge of Rookwood under heavily contrive d circumstances, and the ' 
.)uniors barred - out in the tuck.shop . Early in ·1922 another barrill8"" 
out oc·curred , once more owing to Mr. Manders taking cM.rge . Here we 
had another marred Cbris:t,,as • . Quit e unbelievably, the boys had to 
stay at school over Christmas, owing to an epidemic , and before the 
school re-open ed for the new term, the barring-out took place. 

A third Rookwood barring,-out took place in the Spring of 1924 
when t he boys . ~ed - rut on the river island in pro test agains t the 
dismissal of .11:r-. l1'al ton. But there was nothing except ional in any 
ban;ing,,out at. Rookllaod. 

It is interesting to examine the causes of the various :z:.ebellions. 
Bob Cherry barred out to prevent hims el f being expell<ld, The J ef frietl , 
Carqforth, and Br ander series told of rebellions against new Head
mas~ers with over-strict tend encies . In jus tic e to Tom .Merry , B.illy 
Bunli"r, and Mr • . Dalton, respeqti vely , was t he reason !or three. more. 
I, personally, am least happy about rebellions against permanent 
masters given additional authority. Pr esumably these. masters .were 
fir,u-.,s:lass m.e.,;i.~ .~jlep-~...ru>)iere, or they w.ould ' !!!Y.~r hav~ held 
pe:rllj8Il0nt posts in the s"4.QPJ..,,,. True, a man like Hacker might b'! a 
gooq form-master and still..make a bad Head. But it i s unlikely that 
he would have carried on .quite. as he did , bringing the. 'schoo l into 
revolt. Which, of course, . i& carping criticism . Without this kini 
of c;ontrivance there might..)Jave been no story. All the same , I think 
I would prefer the type of .ba:crill8'-out which resulted from some form 
of :i,njuatice and in which both sides thought t hemselves to be in the 
rigl\_t, • 

· Into the latter catego ry .would come the High Oaks. series, which, 
though not stril:tly speaking a barrill8'-0Ut, was certainly a r ebellion . 
This one, l ike..l):z:.~, .Gllllle in the high summer of Hamilton's powers, 
and ;i t ·coulq nQi. f~l tQ. be a .success. The weakness of the sto ry 
..,.,. thp.t i t ,) ,e,~ µn_probable ,that the Head would have sacked Quelch 
without. . tell.inc hjm tbe . .rellS<ln, but t he reader , enjoying a magnificent-
ly -wri tten s e~ea,..DY.erl.90ked ,any bas i c improbabilities . With part 
of ~ .st9J::Y·,,4lle..imtho,; set .out to en tertain his young er readers. 
Tlie jllOI'9 diee-deiJl8tinar ,readg;c would have dispensed with Ponsonb;t!J, 
disguise as a .j,Q&ua..Head, an4, .preferred anoth er couple.. of s tories with 
!Ir. ,~lch eetJ;led..in. .as monarch of High Oaks. 

, Which waa..tlleJ>ea.t.of ti-? M;y-own choic e would be Brander , 
Jeffries , ani l<111, llerry, _vithout any doubt , and in tha.t .ord er, but if 
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High Oaks was included as caning under the barring-out heading , tha t 
would ce r tainly figure in the first thr ee . 

li2..,_fil. THE Bl.Cr 
ROGER JENKINS': 

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

I run not so sure that I agree with you about the carbon copy 
characte rs beiD8 a blot at St. Jim' s . Grundy, yes : he was, as I 
said some time ago , nothing but an unmitigated nuisan ce , without any 
r edeeming features that made Coker so l ikeable . As for Trimble , I 
have mixed feelings . CharlesJ!amilton told me that he tried to give 
Tri mble characteristics that differentiated him from Bunter , and that 
most of the differences turned out badly for him. But don't forget 
th at Bunter was quite detestab l e until the late nineteen - twenties , 
too , and so I don 1 t think there was really very much to choose be tween 
t hem until then . Furthermore , Tri mble appeared in some very funny 
stories , like Truthful Tri mble , Trimble ' s Leaving Sale , and the second 
Trimble Tries it on . He was often useful in furthering th e pl ot of 
some quite dramatic series , l ike the one about Cousin Ethel's banknote. 
So I think , on th e whole, my vote would be in favour of Bagley Trimble. 

I should disagree with you most strong l y , however, on the point 
of Cardew, whom you do not mention, but who was, af ter all , a carbon 
copy of the Cater pillar , with some of the blackguardly traits of 
Vernon-Smith. In my opinion , the Gem' s cast of characters was never 
grea t er than it was after his arrival . The finest peri od of stories 
was undoubtedly in the ti me of the Blue Gem, but the most mature and 
promising era was the early aIXl middle twenties when Charl es Hamil ton 
had ass embled his fine st cast of characters fo r the Sussex schoo l. 

GEORGE SELLARS: I agree with you . The transfer of characterisation 
was a blot on t he fair nrune of the Gem whose pride and dignity suffered 
down the years fr om such character s as Grundy, Trimble , Manners Minor , 
and Ra.eke. Racke, who took over from Levison , was not a success . 

ERIC FAYNE adds : The questi on of Cardew neve r occurred to me in 
connec tio n with "The Blo t. 11 Mr. Jenld.ns is certainly right. Cardew 
was based on the Cate rpi llar. But sur el y he was hardly a carb on copy . 
It seems likely that Charles R8lllilton saw in the Cate rpill ar possib il i 
ti es which could never be exploi t ed owing to his infrequent appe arances 
and so deci ded to develo p the character a t St. Ji m's . But the Cater - ' 
pill er al ways struck me as far more gent le , kindl ie r , and more lovable 
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than Cardew, which i s probably why I did not link the two together in 
"':i mind. · 

The fact t ha t Bunt er and Trimble wer e each de t estable in thei r 
day is ra the r be side t he point, But I would cer tainly agree that the 
stori es quoted wer e first-class , and Trimble ms:y wel l have been worth
while f or thes e alone . 

GEMS OF ILIMILTONIA No, 21 (New Ser ies) 
11! l eave this morning, si r," said Mr. Quelc h with bitter sarcasm:. 

"I have already telephoned for a car. I pr eSllllle that you di d not 
expect me to be gone al.ready , " His voice was bitt erness i tself . 

"The Remove are in a state of rebel l ion , sir!" rapped the Head. 
"Indeed ~" 
"Yes , indeed ~ 11 

"That does not concern me, s ir, as I am no l onger master .of.. ~t 
fo rm!" sai d Mr. Quelch icily. 

"It does concern you , sir, 11 said the Head. "I do not suggest 
that you have i nte nt ionally dissemina t ed t rouble i n your l a t e form -" 

Mr. Quelch' s ey es flamed , 
11Sir ! 11 

"I repea t, I make no such Sugges t ion , 11 said the Head. "Neve rthe
less , it is a fac t that the Remove are ut t erly out of hand on t he 
mornin& of ,,Your depar tur e , s ir . " 

"Anet Ii,r.epeat that does not concern me, Dr. Locke!" 
"No doubt you are unaware of t he cause assigned by your boys -

your l ate boys , I shoul d sey - fo r thei r outrageous conduc t this 
morning." 

"I am quite Wlaware of anything that may have happened i n the 
Remove, or any othe r form at Greyfriar s .. 11 

"Then I will tell you , s ir~ 11 rapped out th e Head. 
"I am not inte rest e d, si r," ret ort ed Mr. Quelch . 
"The Remove, 11 pursued the Head, unheeding , lfhave ejec ted a pre

f ect fro m their FoI'Ilr'room, and l ocked th e door against me!" 
Mr, Quelch smiled satirical ly . 
Certainly he did not approv e of indisciplin e. I_t was agai nst 

al l his princip l es , 
At the =• time it was not wholly disp le asing to him to l earn 

th a t his di smissal had been followed by trouble . 

* * * * * 



Page 11 

B LA KIANA 
Conducted by JOOEPl!INE PACKMAN 

?Z, Archdale Road, East Dulwich. London. S .E.22 

IN AND AROUND BAKER STREE'r (?) bY Wsl ter Webb 

BEST OF ,A • JIW>E 

The Sexton Blake stories have been published over a per iod of 
seven decades, am. for one 'who has had the interest , the time , and the 
necessary patienc e to have read through the stories of each era, it is 
a most relaxing e~rience to select and write dow which author in 
t he opinion of the writer wlis'' tl!~--!lloet accomplish-.a chronicler of the 
Blake stori es in each given decade, 

1893 - 1900 inclusive. The field was sparse in this period , and 
of the nine authors who compiled Blake's adventures, the two best known 
were Harry Blyth , the origina_tor . of the . character, and William Shaw 
Rae, who took over Blake imediately .Blyth Jiold. .. the .copyright . I 
suppose that in th e views of those who· remember them Blyth and 5h\>w 
Rae would joi ntl y head the list of first favourites in such a pol:1; 
but, alth""8h t hey would certainly figure in my first thr ee , neither 
would qualify for first place, My particular favourite Bl ake author 
for this era was JULIAN ROCHEFORT, who wrote some really good yarn,i, 
but of whom, unfortunately, far too littl e was heard. He di sappeared 
before the penny numbers came ,out in 1903, and was lost to the Blake 
papers for ever more. 

Few authors set their stories in Birmingham, but Rochefort wrot e 
a good one, which, starting in the Bull Ring , moved across the city, 
down Snow Hill, up Constitution Hill, and thence into Staffordshire. 
Those were the days when the old electric trams used to go clanging 
and swaying from side to side down :the cobbl ed decline of Snow Bill, 
w1 th the driver struggling manfully at the controls as he sough t to 
bring the heaving juggernau} to a stop at the junction of Snow Bill 
and Constitution Hill. This was invariably ai,hieved with a screaming 
of brakes hastily applied, and, no doubt, to feminine screams from the 
more nervously disposed passenge rs ae added accompaniment. Transport 
in those days was conspicuous only by its lack of comfort to all and by 
its abundance of terror to the aged. 

The author is probably dead now, but in the unlikely event of his 
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still being alive and being persuaded to visit the setting of his 
st ocy; 'h e would doubtless stand in awe at what has taken pl ace in the 
Bull Ring and Snow Hill, neither of which are r ecognisable fran pre
war da.ys. The old Bull Ring , which Allan Blair and one or t wo other 
old -timer s mentioned on · occas io n in th e ir yarns, has totally di s 
appeared , whilst Snow Hill has been entirely transformed. The 
treacherous, cobbled decline of Mr. Rochefort 's day has disa ppeared, 
to be repl aced by a broade r , leveller surface, and gone too are the 
row of sh ops which stretched from one end of the Hill to the other. 
In the modern Y .M.C .A. building at the foot of the hill on the left
hand side , the author would re cognise nothing at all of the old 
Metropole Theatr e which once s t ood on t he same site and which project
ed a number of the first ever Sexton Blake silen t films. A mat t er of 
no l ittle sadness is occasioned to this particular contributor in that 
a little theatrical costumiera situated only a few yards from the ol d 
picture palace has disappeared too in the redevelopment of the area. 
This tiny establishment , with .its assortment of costume-pieces , it s 
tubes of various grease~ t s , masks, and all the accoutrements essen 
tial to the professional actoz:, al ways reminded me of Lewis Jacks on 1 s 
famous charac ter , Leon Kestrel , the Mast er-mummer, when, during the 
1920' s , I used to pass it reglll.arly and not once without pausing to 
gaze fascinated at the grotesque conten t s in the window. 

1901 - 1910 i nclusive. Many new authors wer e enrolled during 
this period , the record books showing such names as Graydon, Goddard, 
Gannon, Home-Gall, Hayter, Lomax, Pearson, Hardy , Treet on, Bridges, 
Alais, and several othe r s . But the best work of this decade came, in 
my opinion, from Michael Storm, Cicely Hamilton, ll . J. Bayfield , and a 
writer we know as G. Carr. Michael Storm, either under that name or 
Ernest Sempill, still very much the mystery man of the Blake saga , 
came al ong with soIQe really outstanding yarns, such as "The Man From 
Scotland Yard," 11The Mervyn Mystery," and - above all - ttThe Master 
Anarchist," and on the strength of these, he was , to my mind, the top 
Blake writer of the period. The l atter s t ory , a most remarkable 
narrative, was cert,µnly among the best ever published in the U .J. , 
and featured at least four member s of the Royal Famil y, a practice 
that was frowned heavily upon in certain circles and soon to be dis
couraged al together as the inc li nation by other writers to introduce 
other well - known public figures into their stories grew to a pit ch 
where protests were made, and quite rightly so. 

1911 - 1920 inclusive. In this per iod many of the better known 
old favourites were introduced for the first time - Brooks , Murray 
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(Andrew and Robert), Bobin , Teed, Staniforth , Lewis, Drew, Skene, 
Poole , Quiroule , Hill, etc. , and of the series numing during this era , 
none were so popular as those which featured Yvonne, Kestrel , and th e 
Criminals ' Confederation . In fact , 'tD/f choice of author for this period 
rested between Murray, Teed, and LeW'is. Although a Teed fan , I was 
never particularly impressed by his e arly work during the process of 
his development as a writer . On the other hand , although Murray was 
writing the Confede r ation stories with vigour and ent husiasm ( which was 
soon to leave him a l together and never be recovered) , I found the 
Kestrel stories by far the bette r written , the more so l idly construct 
ed and original of them all . 

1921 - 1930 i nclusive . Some scintilla t ing yarns by Gwyn Evans 
were a feature of this decade , which was marked also by some fine work 
by Gil ber t Chester , another newcomer; but , undoubtedly , the autho r of 
t his period i n the history of the Blake Saga was G. H. Teed, I t was 
during the 20' s that Teed reached his zenith , and maey of his sto ri es 
for the U.J. at tha t t i me, superbly illustrated by E. R. Parker and 
brilliantly cover-designed by editor, Harold Twyman, were memorable 
efforts in an era notable for some vecy fine series of stories . And 
the characters? Who can forget them - Mr. Mist, Dr . Satira , Paul 
Cynos , Zenith the Albino , The Three Musketeers, Hanssen the Moonsl aye r, 
Grani t e Grant, Nirvana , Wu Ling , Gunga Dass , Prince Menes, and many 
others. Teed was faced with strong competi t ion here, but such was 
the quality of his penmanship then that he was , in 'tD/f view, t he top 
Blake writer of what became to be referred to as the roarin ' twenties. 

1931 - 1940 inclusive , With the shutting down of the U.J. and a 
substantial decrease in the number of Blake st ories published as a 
result , there was a noticeable decline in the q_ual i ty of the contents 
of the S .B.L. G. H. Teed came toppling f r om his high pedestal with a 
crash following some uninspired stories , due, no doubt , to failing 
heal th , and with nearly all the old hands "falling like nine-pins at 
the wayside , it was left to the newcomers to keep Blake ' s flag flying. 
Of them the more accomplished :were John G. Brandon, Rex Ha.rdinge , 
Gerald Verner , Warwick Jardine , and Anthony Parsons. I liked Parsons •, 
work at this juncture , and considered him the most promising of the 
bunch , though Chester , despite t he shor tcomings of his old colleagues , 
was still writ i ng extremely well, and was, in my opinion , present i ng 
Blake s t ories of a consisten tly high e r leve~ than anyone else , and so , 
fo r 'tD/f money, was t op writ e r of the 1931- 40 period . 

1941 - 1950 inc l usive . I n number s the Bl ake au thor was diminish 
ed to a mere handfu l by now. John Hunt er, Anthony Parsons , John 
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Drummond, Gil ber t Chester, Rex llardinge , Lewis Jackson, and Wal ter 
Tyre r were the seven men responsible for t he yearly output of 24 
novels t hen being publi shed . Hunter , but a pale shadow of his 
THRILLER days , was oft en disappointing, as was Drummond, though , on 
the whole , the average novel in this decade was of a somewhat higher 
le vel than in the .pre vioua one , due largely to the firs t-rat e work of 
Anthony Pars ons, who, in contr ast to John Hunt er , improved on hi s 
THRILLER ass ignment s . The autho r from t he Midlands was responsible 
for a number of really well thought out brain-te asers , or who-dun-its, 
- by.no means the easiest so rt of story t o writ~ , - and t he quali ty 
of bi s work generally was such that I have no hesita tion in naming 
him 'tJIY favourit e author of the era. 

1951 - 1960 inclusive . Midway through this per iod the S.B .L. 
underwent a c ompl etely new look. It was a purge from which neither 
Bl ake nor his au thors emerged unscathed , The old hands a lmost to a 
man were ma.de redundant , and a compl etely new team of writ ers took 
over . Narration, often uninspired , to ok on a new lease of life, was 
more forceful , more dynamic. Not a lways wit h the best results 
either , fo r individuality went by the board , ani , in most i nstance s , 
one aut hor ' s style tended to bec ome very much like anothe r• s . One 
felt that a br ake was needed occas io nally to slow down proceedings a 
11 ttle . Martin Thomas supplied thi s curb with a more casual approach 
to prove t hat speed was not so much the e ssence of a good s t ory as a 
flair fo r the slow dramatic build - up, which , in fact , is the so rt of 
climax Mr. Thomas i s so much a pastmaster in the art of. 

Sel ec ti ng the auth or of this decade was the hard e st job of the 
lot - there were so many really good stories by the diffe r ent member s 
of the team, and I cannot de ci de between the dynamic Mr. Howard Baker 
and the more seda t e Mr. Thomas as to which of the two pr esented the 
more consistently good st orie s , so, perfo rce , must settle f or a draw 
and bra cket their names together as being , in II\Y opi ni on , the best 
jo int autho r s of Sexton Bl ake i n t his decade . 

Sexton Bl ake in TIT- BITS 

It was in May 1940 t hat th e run of Bl ake ' s wee kly appearances 
ended with the closing down of DETECTIVE WEEKLY. Now, to t he very 
month exactly 25 years l a ter he resumes, i f briefly , his weekly run. 
The absorb i ng of the longest running detec t ive characte r in the hi s
tory of publi shing into the pages of one of Bri t ain ' s most popular 
and widely re ad family paper s , whic h goes even farther back i nto the 
past t han Bl ake himself , was an excellent idea . The choi ce of story 
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serial i sed may give rise to criticism, but was an obvious one since 
i t conforms to the gene ral run of TIT- BITS serials which for many 
years past have had the emphas is on glamour , with real life mode le 
pos ing for the illustrations . Incidents in the s tory, "The Girl Who 
Saw Too Much," reprinted from S,B,L, No. 524, published in Mey 1963, 
certainly gi ve ample opportunity for photographs of the type se t out 
on the front cover of TIT-BITS heralding the opening instalment of 
the sei-ial . 

Of la t e Blake has enj oyed some good publicity. There ar e signs 
that bis sponsors are really bucking up their ide as in the way of 
adverti s ing his existence, They have real ly run riot in splashing 
his name in bold headlines in . such close proximity to an eye- catching 
teen-ager fetchingly attired in baby doll pyjamas , but all credit to 
· them for thei r enterprise, If they want Blak e to be read by the 
youth of today, th en these are the methods to use to a t tract them . 

( continued) 

DIGE.ST CONTRIBUTOR FEA'ruRED IN SAINT MAGAZINE 

The July issue of The Saint Mystery Magazine (3/ - ) will be of 
particular interest to Collec tors ' Digest readers owing to the fac t 
that it features a lengthy art icle , "The Real Robin· Hood," by our 
famous research specialist, W. 0 . G. Lofts. Mr. Loft s ' articl e 
looks at every facet of the famous outlaw , and it makes fascinating 
reading for everyone. The amount of study and research which has 
gone into the article is breath t akingly cl ear . 

In support of Bi ll Lofts• article are st ories by Leslie 
Cha.rteris , Norman Daniels , R. Austin Freeman, Louis Vance, and one-
time Bl ake writer , Barry Perowne. Indeed a dain t y dish to set 
before a king , 

FOR SALE: Comics - Chips, Comic Cuts , Comic Li fe , and others (1915-
19, - 38) , 

GEX>FFREY HARRISON, 20 HOWARD ROAD,~~. NEW ZEALAND 

WANTED: "Magnets" 1555 , 1577- 1582 , 1246, 1255-1259, Fit fo r 
binding, 

MOOR HOUSE, LANGLEY AVENUE, BINGLEY, YORKS. 
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~ NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD 

A LETTER FROM ST. FRANK'S BY JIM COOK 

I have decided this month to take time off and send you the 
following report which appe ared in the Bannington Gazette . 

"ST. FRANK'S GOES TO LONDON" 

"Today, the great college of St. Frank's stands silent and empty. 
The famous Triangle where the boys gathered daily to let off steam is 
as quie t as a grave . No sound disturbs the cathedral calm that 
hovers over the various Houses for even the domestic quarters are 
without the tinkling and clat t er of dishe s be i ng prepared for meals. 
The big main gates are closed and a sleep ing stillness hangs over th e 
entire sch ool. 

The whol e of t he scholastic staff and every domestic have for
saken St. Frank's fo; the bri ght li ghts of London Town. The grea t 
exodus left Bellton yesterday , June 15th, i n special trains for the 
grea t city where they will be a tt ending the Golden Jubilee ce lebra 
tions held in honour of Mr. Nelson Lee, the famous schoolmaste r
detective . 

The boys had left the school the pr evious day on their journey to 
London thus alleviating the position at Bell ton station. 

Lord Dorrimore , an old boy of St. Frank ' s , together with many 
othe r famous names associated w1 th the world famous college, are 
mainly responsible for this huge party gathering. Lord Dorrimore ' s 
friendship with Nelson Lee began just fifty years ago and the famous 
sporting peer has made one mighty invit at ion to all those people whom 
Mr. Lee chooses to call his friends. 

It was a gigantic task to absorb in to one party all friends and 
associates of Mr. Lee but Dorrie - as he is known to his closest 
friends - was equal to it. And yesterday London was invaded by about 
six hundred people who made their way to the Albert Hall to see the 
beginning of the celeb rations . There speeches will be read, songs 
will be sung and titles conferred today by various famous heads of 
departments. 

The people of Bannington and surrounding distric ts are honoured 
to be associated with Mr. Nelson Lee and St. Frank ' s . Eminent towns-



Pa 17 

people of Bannington are conspiring together to give as good if not 
as powerful a celebration as that held in London when our own Jubilee 
arrives in just ove r two years ' tiize . Meanwhile we greatly enjoy the 
reflected glory that is being bestowed upon t his great man. For 
al though London may claim Nelson Lee toda3 we shall claim him tomorro w 
for he really belongs here . It was her e that he found refuge and 
fr i ends at a t ime of dange r. 

After leaving the Albert Hall at the em of the various cere
monies the party will split up and depar t f or the many ancest ral homes 
that have been thrown open to them by Lord Dorrimore and his friends. . 

While it is conm:tonplace to see such crowds descend on London 
this must surely rank as the bigges t party connected w1 th one movement 
to be hel d at the Albert Hall sinc e the war . But behind the jollifi 
ca t ion an element of danger was observed by the appearance at eve-ry 
poin t in t he great Hall of plain clothes police . 

Our London corresponde nt repor t s that shor tly before it was 
announced in the pre ss that this large ga thering was being held at the 
Albert Hal l to comemor ate Nel son Lee's fifty years association wit h 
Lord Dorri.more in June , a piece of metal in the f orm of a green 
triangle had been received by Nel son Lee at St . Frank's Colle ge. 
Similar green t riangles had been sen t to the as~istant commissioner 
at Scotland Yard , Lord Dorrimore and the offic e "of the World Press 
Associat i on . A note had been wrapped in each which stated that Nel
son Lee >rould take his final bow at the Albert Hall. And the note 
was signed Prof esso r Zingrave . 11 

Since it would take up too much valuable space continuing this 
press report I will try and give you a full accoun t of that wonderful 
week when we celebrated Nelson Lee's Golden Jubilee of friendship wit h 
Dorri e. But it may take some time to write it up, and so I' ve 
decided to set down in full detai l from beginning t o end the full 
sto ry which I hope to be publis hed at t he end of the year . 

The threat of Professor Zingrave was no idle one for he really 
did try and kill Lee in the Albert Hall. But it was mainly the 
actions of si x senio rs and six juni ors who had been detailed to guard 
the famous detective from St. Frank ' s to London that Lee is safe to 
return to St. Frank ' s . 

.. * * * * 
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A SUBTLE DIFFERENCE 
By R. J. God save 

A constant r eader of the Nelson Lee Library could hardly be 
unaware of a subtle difference in the character of the Hand.fort h of 
the old series , and the Handfort h of the new. 

Whereas Bunter mellowed with the passing years in the Magnet , so 
the reverse happened t o llandforth in th e· Nelson Lee. 

The lovable , reckless and obstinate junior developed a streak of 
arrogance when he came to dominate the Nelson Lee, which was not one 
of his charac teristic s in the old series . 

The relationship between llandforth and his chums was not so 
closely knit as in the past. With Handforth being brought to the 
foreground , so Church and McClure receded into the background . Al
tho ugh they appeared with Handforth in the new se r ies stories they 
were shadows of their former selves. 

This streak of arrogance overrode the stir ling qualities of 
llandforth ' s nature which were allowed to emerge as they did in the 
Dea th of Walter Church series. 

If Handforth could not see anything with his own eyes it did not 
exist. This explains his loyalty and blind faith in the innocence 
of any of his friends who were unfortunate to fall into disgrace 
through the machination of others. 

With Handforth becoming more and more a dominant character in 
the new series , it was perhaps inevita ble that such a change must 
follow . 

WANTED: Good loose copies or bound volumes containing any of the 
following: MAGNETS 52; 131 to 149 inclusive; 195; 205; 237; 238; 
239; 277: 318; 319; 353; 386 to 400; 417; 422; 435: 752; 753; 762, 
763; 809. Most issues between 821 and 89(); 900; 921; 924; 925; 936; 
938; 940; 942; 943; 946; 951; 965; 967; 988; 996. GEMS: 493; Some 
issues between 801 and 832. Also Nos. 935; 953; 954; 956; 975; 980; 
984; 985; 989; 99() ; 992; 993; 998. ~ : 183; 19(); 452; 455; 
466; 474. Early Penny Populars: Nos. 12, 13, 45, 47, 58. 

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, SURREY. 

WANTED: C.D. Annual , 1948; Monster Libraries; School stories by 
Wodehouse etc ., Holiday Annual s ; Populars. 

H. MACHIN, 38 ST. THOMAS ROAD, PRESTON. 
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* d~nny's diary '*' 
~: 

It ' s all very int r acoot , Very intracoot, indeed. During t his 
year I have been coming to the conclusion that t he Gem and the Magnet 
stories are written by the same man. But I am now quite sure that 
the man who used to write the stories in the Gem and the Magnet is not 
writing all the sto r ies now. I think that he has pr obably joined the 
army and may only have the tima to write stories between batt l es . So 
somebody else has to write them for him, And that somebody else is 
pretty r ott en, 

The Gem' s programme has been quite third - rate this month for the 
most part . "FindiI)8 His Level" was about a new boy named Harry 
Mayne, and Levison , Crooke , Gore & Co look ciown on him because his 
father is only a sergeant in the army. This was quite odd, for 
Levison has bee n kind of reforming of late . It gave me a pain t o 
read this tale , and I am sure there was a change of autho r . 

· "Tom Merry & Co I s Ally " was be tt er and much more like the ol d 
sty l e . A new boy cjllled Contar ini ( there have been an awful l ot of 
new boys at St , Jim ' s l ate l y) whom they a ll call "Jackeymo" fo r short 
was the son of an Italian minis te r of state, so the Germans try to 
capture Contarini so they can make Signor Contarini , the fa t her, do 
what they want. Quite fai r ish , this one, 

But then , oh dear. 11The Four Conspirators " was te rrible . 
Levison, Crooke, Gore , and Mellish tried to put Tom Mer ry & Co at 
loggerheads with the Gr ammar School. The tale introduced Lum.ley
Lum.ley and a boy I haven • t heard of since I was a tot - Blenkins op, 
I beli eve I could wri te a bet t er story t han this one. I couldn 't do 
much worse . 

Then , better again . All ups and downs like a thermometer when 
you ' ve got measles . "An Affair of State " was a good laugh. Gussy 
discovered that Heligoland once bel onged t o the British , so he wrote 
t o th e Prime Ministe r , Mr , Asquith , about it, This was as funny and 
as good as pl en t y of the e ar li er tal es . 

The fifth tale was "The Rival Weekly. " Grundy s t arted "Grundy ' s 
Weekly 11 in opposition t o 11Tom Merry1 s Weekly , 11 and Levison wrot e an 
ac r os t ic with a hidden insult to Tom Merry . This was a fair l y good 
tal e if you like Grundy , bu t I don ' t , 



Page 20 

I t' s quite myst erious . Some stories obviously by other people 
yet they make out they ' re all by Martin Clifford. Aft er all , no man 
switches his talent on and off like electric light . 

But the same thing is happening in the Magnet, too . The first 
story was good. In "Mauly's Flirtation, 11 Lord Mauleverer fell i n 
love with Bella Bunbury whose father is t he proprietor of Bunbury ' s 
stores and r estaurant . But it turned out she was engaged to a 
s oldier, so Mauly got his heart back whole. 

Then an awful tale , "The Schoolboy Lawyer," a silly affai r. 
Bunte r got up a fund to help Mrs . Chirpy, the plumber ' s wife , whose 
husband was in t he army, Peter Todd was the laWYer when Bunter 
decided to keep the money. 

"The M,ystery of t he Gables" was grim . Ponsonby caused Nugent 
to be badly inj ure d in a spill from his bike , and Wharton went for 
assistance to a house cal l ed the Gables, Scmething about a man who 
had oil in his garden or hadn 't got oil in his garden. I dunno. 
Proper grim. 

Then came 11The Mysterious Mr. Mobbs" and thi s was easily the best 
tale of the month i n the Magnet or Gem. Mr. Mobbs got the Greyfriars 
chums into trouble , so Wibley went to Highcliffe disguised as Mr. 
Mobbs and gave Pon and Co a high ol d time. I loved this story. 

Finally, a horrid affair - "Sportsmen All." Lord Eastwood 
presented a cup , and Greyfriars , St . Ji.m' s , Rookwood, and Highcliffe 
competed for it in all the spo rts under the sun . Bob Cherry knocked 
out · Tom Merry, and somebody out-shot somebody else. In the end they 
all gathe red in Study Number One - some study! I would rather r ead 
one of my father ' s ol d cricke t encyclopaudias . 

There have been quite a number of Charlie Chaplin f i lms in our 
cinemas this month. I saw a picture cal. led "Three Weeks " from a 
story by E:linor Glyn, and in the same programme was ncharlie ' s Elope-
ment. " Another time I saw Mabel Van Buren in "Girl of the Music 
Hall , " and als o in thi s programme was Charl ie Chaplin in "A Gentleman 
of Nerve." This was a Keystone picture , so it must be an older one 
of Char lie' s , fo r he is now with the Essanay Co. 

W'i th Al ice Joyce in "Gir l of the Golden West" there was ncharli e , 
the Tramp. n We also saw Mary Pickford• s latest picture , "Fanchon 
the Cricke t, 11 and with this one was 11Charl ie By The Sea . 0 

The picture palaces are alway s crowded when a Chaplin film is 
showing . 

The Boys ' Friend , which Doug buys me every week, is a very good 
paper . It has 3 complete stor i es and 2 serials, plus a whol e page 
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Editor ' s Chat which is rather toe much from him. The complet e 
s tories are boxing tales of Tom Bel cher ; thrilling tales of Harvey 
Keene, det ective , by Murray Graydon; and, of course , Rookwood. 

The first Rookwood story thi s month was "Parted Chu.ms11 in which 
everybody sent Jimmy Silver to Coventry because he suppo r ted the new 
boy, Dick Oswald . Eventual ly , the rest of the end study backed up 
Jimmy, and then they sent . the rest of the form to Covent ry in thei r 
turn . Next week came "T)le...Qu.tc;,st of the Fourth," and in t his one 
it was proved that Oswald.Jia d taken the blame for something done by 
the son of the Headmaster of his old school. Oswald was invited to 
return to Minhurst , but decided to stay on at Rookwood. 

In "The Bogus Eleven ~ 11 the r e had been an epidemi c of inf l uenza 
at Bagshot, so twelve of the Bagshot boys were accommodated at Rook
wood. Pankley & Co provided a car which was supposed to take Tommy 
Dodd' s eleven to . St . Jim ' s , f.o:c.cricket , . but it wss a trick to get the 
eleven out of the way. ~ey & Co went to St. Jim's and 
played the game. 

· In the next story , Jimmy Sil ver & Co had their rev enge by raid -
ing "Pankley ' s Picnic , " which was the title of the tale . Lastly 
came "Turning the Tables ". in which Pankley & Co decided to put on a 
concert to celebrate the end of their stay at RookwoOd. But Jimmy 
and his friends tock over the concert , and the Bagshot fellows we,:e 
made to look very silly . . 

The King and Queen this month have celebrated the 22nd Annive r-
sary of their wedding. The King has been out to the Front Line in 
France , and has also toured in Wales. 

There was a bydrogen expl osion at llormwoOd Scrubbs air shi p shed. 
Two men were killed and nine injured . 

Doug is very friendly again with Freda. He says she is such a 
wonderful girl that he cannot think of words to describe her. I 
can think of some. · 

SALE OR EXCHANGE: GE21S Nos; 304, 316, 662, 663 , 677 , 678, 683, 723 , 
809 , 822, 830, 832, 856 , 857, 897, 898 , 1311, 1312 , 1314, 1315 , 1316, 
1499, 1452, 1504, 1505 , 1506 , 1507, 1520 , 1530 , 1536, 1556. 
HOLI DAY ANNUALS 1930 - 1937 . 
EXCHANGE"ONLY: S .O. Ls. 75, 109, 134, 212, 216 , 220 , 294, 301 , 319 , 
332, 342, 345. MAGNETS (Minus covers ) Nos. 305 , 320 , 354, 366 , 368 , 
374 , 394, 396, 399 , 405, 41,5, 848 , 849, 858 . 
WANTED: MAGNETS, DIXON HAWKE LIB. Offe r s to : -

McMAHON, 54 HOZIER CRES., TANNOCHSIDE, UDDINGS'l'ON. 
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NEWS FROM THf CLUBS 
AUSTRALIA 

A cordial welcome J<as extended by Mr. and Mrs. Stan Nicholls 
when members arrived at the ir home, 7 Rome Stree t , Canterbury, for 
their meeting on Thursday , May 20th . The loss of the club's congenial , 
rendezvous at the Book Bargai n Bazaar is great l y lamen t ed by al l but 
the most comfortable subs t itu t e offe r ed by Mr. Nicho ll s was greatly 
appreciated. 

Chairman Syd Sm;yth opened the meeting by introd ucing Mr. John 
Ryan, paying his fi r st visit t o the c l ub . Mr. Ryan pro vided an 
entertaining and infomative beginning to the evening ' s pr oceedings 
by taking members into a re aljn of coll ecti ng, allied to their in t er
ests but a new field to those present . He is a "Fan - ed" and pro
duces a 11Fanzine 1t ent itled· "Down Under, " an extremely well produced 
and cleverly i ll ust r ated publi ca t ion of approxima t ely 60 pages , deal 
ing wit h contempor ary "Comic Books ." Quite a eood collection of 
books and "Fanz i nes" had been br o)lght along by John, including ''Fantasy 
I llustrated" an amateur Comic Book, one of the top Fanzines "Alter Ego" 
and "Pocket Blas t Comic Coll ector" which gave a similar coverage to 
these collectors as does the C.D. There was al so a "Who' s Who in 
Comic Fandom" so there was pl enty of absorbing material for t he mem
bers to bro wse through and discuss , reviving happy memories of Flash 
Gordon, Captain Marvel , The Phantom , e t c . Due to the gesture of 
eoodwill and the f r iendly wel come extended to John by post al member 
Arthur Holland , his ent ry into our hobby circle was a particu l arly 
happy occas io n and John has specially r equested that his thanks be 
r ecorded as he appreciated th i s rare example of generosity t o a 
stranger. 

Let te r s f r om our wide circle of friends were then passed around 
and discussed. These inc l uded news and views from Ron Hodgson, Harry 
Br oster , Bill Gander , J im Cook, Gordon Swan, Geoffrey Harrison , Arthur 
Holland , Tom Dobson and Harry Curtis , providing a stimulat i ng cross 
section of opinions. 

The sec r etary was pleased to announce that there are prospec t s 
of anot her O.B,B.C . being es ta bli shed in Australia. Following pub li 
cation of an art icle in the Mel bourne "Sun" featuring the hobby and 
the Sydney club enquiries had been received f rom three Victorian folk . 
One of these , l!r , Alan Cooke of Mordialloc is keen to establish a 



Page 23 

group in Melbourne and the other two chaps , Mr. Northau.sen and Mr. 
Osborne have been contacted as prospective members as a result of 
their enquiries . And using the inv aluable C.Ds . 11Wbo1s Who" it has 
been possible to provide Mr. Cooke with a list of Victorian collectors 
and to wish him well in his endeavours. . 

From Frank Hancock came. a . generous and helpful gift of an enter
taining selection of quizzes - sincere thanks Frank , for this supply 
of brain teasers... we' 11 du.st off the cobwebs next month! 

At the conclusion of the meeting Mr. Ryan presented each member 
with a copy of his magazine and expr essed his pl easure at being given 
the opportunity to di scuss hi s hobby interests with congenial l:i._steners . 

A ve'ry tasty supper was served by Mrs . Nicho lls and greatly enjoyed 
by all . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ B. PATE. (Secretary) . 

NORTHERN 

Meeting held on Saturday , 12!.l.June, 1965: 
El si e Taylor took the chair for our June meet i ng , Geof frey Wilde 

being away on holid ay . Elsie expressed · the regret we all felt at the 
absence of Gerry Allison , and Myra, because of Gerry ' s recent illness, 
but was happy to say that he was making good progress , although we 
shal l not be seein g him at the meetings for a month or two yet . 
Several other regulars were also absent for vari ous reasons and the 
atte ndance was much lower than usual. 

Molly Alli s on gave the treasurer/li brarian's report, and announced 
that Fr ed Cockrof t had made a donation of £5 to the club - a .most 
generous gestur e. 

The B.B.C. programme, 'The World of Woos ter, 1 was discussed, and 
the genera l verdict was t hat it was very good. Some members who had 
had their doubts about Dennis Price playing the part of Jeeves remarke d 
how well he took the part . There was also an interesting letter from 
Bette Pate . Our Australian friends are going through a difficult tim e 
just now, having lo st their meeting-place , and we hope they are soon 
succe ss ful in finding anot her. Incidentally , Bette tell s us there is 
a prospect of anothe r O.B.B . cl ub being formed in Australia , some 
people in Melbourne showing considerable interest in the hobby and 
m.ak:l.ng t entative moves in that direction . 

Then Jack liood took the stage , and provid ed the chief item of the 
meeting - a talk on the Nelson Lee Library, No. 1 of which appeared 50 
years ago thi s month. Jack took us through the history of the paper, 
f rom the beginning when it featured de t ective stori es , on to the intro
Puction of St, Frank's (al l nrotided bv E, S, Brooks) and how, from 
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1917 onwards for maI\)' years , it became the St . Franks' pape r. Jack 
touched on t he many f i ne series which appeared chronicling the amazing 
adventures of Nelson lee , Nipper & Co., Hand.forth, Lord Dorri.mor e , 
Umlosi , and th e rest , both at home and abroad, and so on to the end of 
the old series , the first and second new se ri es , and the end of the 
grand old paper with the s hort - lived t hird new se r ies . But St. Fr anks 
lived on, fo r a while at least , in t he pages of the Gem, and many 
O. B.B.C. members prefer Brooks ' stories to any othe r. 

After a break for refr eshments we had an ingenious fonn of cross 
word puzzle devised and se nt alon g by Ger ry Allison , a very t easing 
li ttle pro blem from John Jarman which baffled us all , and f inally a St. 
Frank ' s quiz by Jack Wood - all very enjoyable , and t his t ook us along 
nicely t o 9 . 30 when the meet i ng ended. 

Our next meeting is on July 10t h , bu t on the previous Sundey , 
July 4t h, we sha l l of course be meeti ng our Merseyside colleagues , and , 
maybe, one or two from the othe r cl ubs , i n Manchester. Conside rable 
inte r e s t has been aroused , and we are assured of a very good attendance . 

F , HANCOCK Hon. Sec . 

MERSEYSIDE 

Meeting he l d Sumay, 13th June : 
A pleasan t summer evening and quit e a reasonable attendance under 

the ci rcumstances . We were particu l ar l y pl eased to welcome Frank 
Case who paid one of his too inf requent vi sits to Live rpool . 

Norman Pragnell was able to report that some recent sales of 
books , which wer e surplus in our li brary , had helped towards restoring 
our heal thy bank balance after the heavier expenditure of the previous 
month. 

Among the correspondence were letters f rom Geor ge Riley arrl Frank 
Hancock. George st a t ed that he would l ike to a ttend the Mancheste r 
meeti ng and we will ce rtai nly be delighted to meet him again , The 
Manches t er meet i ng was discussed , and it is unfortunate that the date 
selected for the meeting , Ju l y 4th , should clash with the holiday s of 
so many of our member s . It is for t hat same reason that our nex t 
meeti ng has been alte r ed from th e 2nd to the 3rd Sundey of July , i.e. 
July 18t h. 

Frank Unwin, John Farrel l , and I will be attending , howeve r , and 
togethe r with our two exiles , George and Frank, Merseysi de wi l l not be 
too badly of f . 

Aft er tea we discussed a controve rsia l echo from th e June 1957 
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issue of the C,D, It dealt with the Bir chemall s tor ies and it was 
suggested by the writer that the se were crude and lowered the s t andard 
of the Magnet, Authorship was apparen t ly doub tfu l, but, the writer 
conclud ed tha t in spite of all , he enjoyed reading them. 

Most of our menber s fe lt that to label then - as teing crude was 
unfair. These stories were, afte:r::. al l , suppose d~,to ... be the work of 
Di cky Nugent , a t hird former , and the sort of thirig _cme might expect 
f r om a boy of his age. As for l owering the tone _of . the Magnet, the 
Gr eyfriars Herald became a supplement of the pape r and was supposed to 
be only the Junio r School "rag". The general feeli ng was that Bunter 
himself , as a character , did more to lower the s tandard of t he Magnet 
s tor ies th an anything "Dicli;y...liu&ent'.!... e:ver...did... 

Norman followed with a competition based~ the . al pha'be t and 
names of contrib utor s to the Old Boys' books. Jhl.s was w.on by Be.rt 
Hamblett with Pat Laffey as runner up . 

Pa t al so won th e dr aw.for the July quiz . 
Ple ase note next meeting is SIJNIV.Y, .JULL ~th, 

BILL WINDSOR 

~ 
PRESENT: R. Jenkins, , Doq Webs~r, _E. Lawrence , ll. Loft s , C. 

Wright , Ray Hopkins, L . Suttojl and N. l)ennett . . Roger Jenkins ac t ed 
as Chairman. 

It was very pleasan t ~o pay another visit t o "G:reyfri.ars" the 
home of the Lawrence family . The day was perfect - and so was the 
deli ghtful woodland scene ry. Don Webste r ac ted as Secretary and 
Treasurer in the absence of Uncle Ben, . and he re ad tbe minutes of the 
previous meet ing and read out a sa ti s1ac to ry firuincial repor t . .. :J'lris 
was followed by the Hamil ton Library Report and Roger Jenkins announced 
that owing to G.C.E , markil)8 and his. own holid ays , it was unl ik ely that 
he would be abl e to deal with any more library parceis before August 
2nd. Any parcels arri vi ng.during JulY,, will be put .oo one side , 

lie then had a Quiz from Don Webster (sur pJ'i s i ng .how much c l eve,r er 
t han Frank Richards we tho\lght '!e were) . This was . .won by Lauri e 
Sutton , young Nicholas was.2nd ~ Gharlie llri gl\t . 3.i:a, 

lie the n enjoyed an ex~ellent te a and our hOJl.t !l....eaw tha t we were 
well catered for . 

Afte r the in t erval Bij:l Loft s gave us an in;i ~'i in the proposed 
iss ue of "Prospectus " (off .. t he recor d, of coursel~ .. 

Thie was followed by Roe:er conducting a ouiz (cont'd on nae 30), . 
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EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS 
By L. S . Ellio t t 

Since the ar ti cle by Mr. II , J . A. Hubbard in the "C.D. Annual , " 
and both his , and my, further articles in "C.D. , " I have received a 
number of letter s and enquiries f rom all over the place , provin g 
in t erest in this remarkable author is very much alive sti l l. 

Although , apart from the "At the Earth ' s Cor e" serial in "Pl uck" 
and the "Boy ' s Cinema" reprin t s , he was not exactly a boys 1 author, 
he still had that quality of adventure, which appealed , and s till 
appeals, to "boys " of al l ages . 

Incidentally , I possess the serial of "Tarzan and the Lion Man," 
and the rare two "Venus" stories se rial ised in "Passing Show," and 
illustrated by Fortunino Matania. 

Both pre-w ar , of course. Int eres t now, however , is more for 
the "new" sto r ies, published for the first time , by Canaver al Pres s , 
after recent discovery , through re s earch through the manuscrip t s and 
paper s left behind by E.R.B, 

Of these the book , "John Carter of Mars , 11 at first , in co rr ectly 
published as "J ohn Carter and the Giant of Mars , 11 is one . 

This volume contains the 11Giant of Mars , 11 and the "Skeleton Men 
of Jupiter , 11 the latt er being a yarn published in "Amazing Mag." in 
1943 and probably the first of a ser ies , which was never completed . 

11The Giant of Mars11 however has a different history. The first 
version , was written in collaboratio n with his son, John Coleman 
Burroughs for a chi l dren I s 11Big Little Book, 11 of 15 , CXX) words. 

Later E.R.B. length ened th e story , and adapted it fo r adu lt 
readership , and this is the story now published in book form , for the 
fir st time and Mr. J . C. Burroughs is not, as stated by Mr. Hubbard 
completely responsible for it . 

Apart f r om "Tal es of Three Planets, " "Tarzan a nd the Madman, 0 

and "Savage Pellu cidar" the l ast book published is "Tarzan and the 
Castaways . " 

This consists of three stories , " - th e Champion , 11 and 
11 

- the Jungle Murders , 11 and "Tarzan and the Castaways , 11 this story 
is not quite the repri nt of "The Quest of Tarzan , " as s tated by 
Mr. Hubbard . 

The ori ginal "Quest of Tarzan , 11 was given that title , and 
r evised by the Edi tor , when appearing in magazine form , in 1941 • 

The story now published , is Edgar Rice Burr ough's original sto r y , 
with the or iginal title, 

This revising of auth or •s copy by magazine editors , and other 
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factors , accounts for the diffe rence in the British and O .S. ve rs i on 
of "Tarzan and the Ant-Men," which appears to puzzle Mr. Hubbard 
ext,,_ly . When BurrQU8ha wrote a yarn for a JD888zine, the F.d1 tor 
often revised it , even chailging th e tit le • 

When Burroughs later revised his own yarn for book public ation, 
he often pr actical ly rewrote i t, so that two versions were left of t he 
same yarn, the magazine version , and the "hard- cover 11 Burroughs 
revision. The Brit i sh 11Ant-Ken11 is the magazine version. 

Now, to add to this , "Ace Books" are republishing Burroughs yarns 
in the original versions, as they first appeared , so they are different 
from the hard - cover editions Britis h readers have been used to r eading. 

Another very interesting item give n to me by Mr . Richard A. 
Lupoff, is about a completed novel left by Burroughs , never publ ished , 
and now not likely to be as Canaveral Pres s have suspended publis hing 
Burroughs books. 

It is "I am a Barbarian , 11 in the possession of Mr. UJ.poff , and 
is the only European histo rical story - apart from th e "Outla w of Torn" 
wri t ten by E.R.B, 

The subject is t he time of the emperor Caligula in ancient Rome, 
and is a biographical novel , . narrated by Caligula ' a slave , the hero . 

Getting back to the otl;ler-books , "Savage Pellu cidar" part of 
"Tales of three Planets , 11 and "Tarzan and the Madman" (an original 
novel), are now all avai l able as. paper- backs i n Ace books. 

"Tarzan, 11 11John Carter of Barsoom, 11 "David Innes, 11 "Carson 
Napier ," an:i al l the other larger than l ife characters deserve to 
rank with "Billy Bunter , 11 "Jimmy Silver ," "Sexton Blake 11 and Co., 
together with "Robin Hood, 11 "Dick furpin 11 and all the othe r heroes 
of our boyhood. 

WANTED, EXCHANGE OR BUY: !,9MJCS 1928, 1951 Jester , Funny 
Wonder , Jolly , Chips , Crackers , Merry aixl Bright, Beano' s , Dandys, 
Radio Funs , Butte rfl y , etc. Al~o later Knockouts, Girls , Mickey 
Mouses , T.V. Fun, All DandY •55. 

H. A. STRATTON, SPRINGFIE:LDS, MOORS RD., GOLDEN COMMON, ll!NCHESTI 

FOR SALE: Volumes of "Girls Own Paper" also one of "Chums" 1935- 36. 
What offers? 

HARRIS, CAYNTON, LLANRIIOS ROAD, ~· 
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THE LATER I.OT-0 '- FUN By D. A. LIDDELL 

lly strongest nostalgic feeling is for the old comic pepe,: Lot 0' 
Fun, which I came to lo ng after its hey-day . 

For me the high water mark of Lot 0° Fun unde r A.P. ownership will 
always be the period 1925/26 . After t hat it seemed to cater r at her 
mor e for younger readers and had changed very much in character even 
befo re it was transformed i nto Cracke r s in 1929. 

In 1925/26 Lot 0 ° Fun carried an exceptional!y good collection of 
stories . The re was a passa ble juv enile imitati on of a 11Saunders of 
the River 11 story cal led "Jim of the Jungle ." There was a very good 
schoo l seria l concerned with the doings of a certain Clifford 
Cla vering , quite in the Hamiltonian tradition and an ttopen road" type 
of story cal l ed "Rovers' Luck. 11 Page 3 however conta ined what was 
for me the centre piece of the whole ensemble. This was a serial 
ent itled "The Adventures of Bob, Pi p , and Nobby11 retitled "Treasure 
Isle 11 in i t s final series of episodes . 

A13 the original title sugges t s these sto rie s were in the pat t e rn 
of the once popular tales of Jack , Sam, and Pete but if anything were 
in even lighter vein . This type of sto ry is not much sought af t er 
today and more often than not they are dismissed as mer e slapstick . 
There is no question , howeve!, that t he Jack , Sam & Pete f ormula was 
a real moneymaker for the A.P . over a period of years, and quite a 
few writers , including Walter Shut e and Percy Clark , tried t heir ham 
at this type of story at one time or anot her. 

I al ways felt tha t of al l the trios in the Jack, Sam, & Pete 
mould the Bob, Pip ·, and Nbbby series in Lot 0' Fun exce lled in 
contrivance am charm and I would dearly like to have any information 
or speculatio n as to their aut horship. A cer tain H. C. Richmond, one 
of the few named authors who was writing for Lot 0 ° Fun jus t prior t o 
this series is a poss ib le candidat e but any one able to sc rutinise th e 
edit orial cha t in the weeks just prior to the start of the seri es 
which I think was on February 28th , 1925 , could probab !y ge t some clue . 

I re member trying to winkl e the information out of th e edito r of 
the day ( whoever he was) but as can be imagined my boyish efforts made 
little impac t on the hard ke rn el of Fleetway House . 

Curiosity as to the autho r ship of these s t or ies has been wit h me 
off and on over the intervening years so for me at any r ate they must 
have had some singular lasting quality . I was reading the I ndian 
ser i es in the Magnet about the same time in the summer of 1926 and 
while I st ill have a recollection of their excellence the menory of 
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them today is less vivid than of these more juvenile tal es in Lot 0' 
Fun , 

They were distinguished I think in containing a weal th of back 
ground detail which I have rarely come across except perhaps i n the 
stories of the much t rave lled W, E, Stanton Hope . 

SEXTON BLAKE REVIEWS 

BEAT ON AN ORANGE DRUM Desmond Reid (2/ 6) 

Set mainly in Belfast , this story is up to the minute. The old 
hatred which has so long bedev illed re l ations between Ulster and 
Southern Ireland is slow l y dying away, There are still extre mists 
and fanatic s who will move heave n and earth to keep that hatred alive, 
This tale is about a few of them. 

Sexton Blake discovers that a time-bomb is to be exploded among 
the cr owds of specta tors who gathe r t o watc h the Orangemen march on 
the Twelfth of July , By some bi ts of detect ive work which are 
pleasant ly nosta l gi c, f or they are all too rare these days, Bl ake 
decides t hat the bomb will be hidden in one of the vast number of 
drums which will be carried in the parade . 

How Tinker eventua lly ge t s possession of the drum , with the bomb 
inside , i s an original piece of writing and wildly exciting , even 
though you suspend belief as you read, It would make a superb film 
in glorious technico lor . 

There is s ome clever underworld characterisa t i on, and the story 
should satisfy al l who like a avift- moving yarn of the thriller sort, 
Set in a largish type, it is also easy on the eye sigh t. 

I find irritating the constant switch from Tinker to Edward Carter 
and back . Don' t ask me why it is done . I don' t know. The au thor 
tells us that "Edward Carte r, who had once been known as Tinker, now 
regarded that nickname as rather childish ." Goodness only knows why, 

E. F. 

THE SAVAGE SQUEEZE AR'l11UR MACLEAN 

A story of unusual merit is always worthy of a second airing , for 
it gives reader s who were ei the r too young or, who , for some reason or 
othe r were not able to procure it at its first printing , the oppo r
tuni ty of dipping into the better material of th e Blake Saga , 

A story which s lipped smoothly into this groove was that of Rilla 
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Kirby' s ordeal, when her baby was sto l en from its pram outside a 
Birmingham store , and the kndlla ppera threatened t o kill the chi ld if 
she - Rilla - informed the police or refused to pay the r ansom 
demanded , It was obvious what course proceedings were going to take 
when her famous brothe r-in- l aw, Splash Kirby, enlisted t he aid of 
Sexton Blake , Blake soon discovered that it was not just a case of 
kidnapping he had to deal with. Grave political is su es were also 
inv olved . 

This nove l was originally published wey back in February, 1957 , 
under the title of MASK OF FURY. The re - issue is a little longer 
than the or iginal , and has been brought up to da t e by certain altera 
tions , not the least welcome being the i ntroduction of Tinker who did 
not feature in the original. Also , for reasons which wil l be immedi
at ely obvious, t he kidnapping takes place in the dis trict of Smethwick 
instead of Erdington , 

Well, if the editorial department are going to make such a good 
j ob of the reprints as this , I am all for the innovation - but what 
about going a little further back and shaking the dust from such 
excellent volumes as were written by those masters of too political 
intrigue - Parsons , Teed am Sayer? Walter Webb 

LONDON- REPORT (-;,ont ' d- fr-;,m pa;, 25) .~ - re-;,ei-;,ed- fr-;,m Gem Alli.so-;, -
{ who· we hope is making progress) and Eric Lawrence and Charlie Wright 
(with 15 out of 18) tied for 1st place . Nicholas Bennett was 3rd , 

We then wended our wey homeward and said goodbye to Berkshire for 
another year . 

llext meeting is at Cricklewood - July 18th. D,B,W, 

E. s. BROOKS INTERVIEWED ON RADIO 

Marjorie Bilbrew i s to be congratulated for persuading famous 
E. S. Brooks to be interviewed in her radio programme in mid-June , 
though the resul t was not altogether satisfact ory for Lee f ans . Mr. 
Brooks cemented that Nelson Lee was an imitation of Sexton Blake , and 
recal l ed the near-drudgery at times of having to turn out a new st ory 
each week. An announcer cal led Lee ' s assistan t 11Tinker , 11 and the 
er ror was not rectified . Mr. Brooks indicated that he wrote Magnet and 
Gem stories during his late t eens , and referred to his post-war sto ries , 
vri tten under the pen-names of Victor Gunn and Berkeley Gr ey. 



THE 
'l'l t,, :·. ,'..Ir r It o:·:: fr,· 

POSTMAN CAL'LED ,. '""' ··'"' ""' " ' 

(;EX)FFiiBJ WlLDB (Leeds) : -:;.·~f- re&l di:'fjr·i... l '.:1, I s uppose , i. ! :·. *ri v.i.:-.:..· 
Blake th e authe nti c ~!;;.mour he once po:~.JeSSt.:-1.l ir , a:. &gE:: whe n every 
t hing i s invested. wi tt . t he fl.:, :rf' ,d os t'J ~9.ss - prod 'H:ti on ey1~thetic 
flavow- . Per son:?lly 1 feel the ~n~·,.;i:.r j3 o.n &11- out investment in 
the lastin g qua lity of :.;ome of t he: aetitest ol d- timers , by repr i nt 
in ,,· them vi.rt ... ~lly ~s they s ~atl wi t 1i t.ne •,eras "A. Se xton Blak e 
Classic " boldly s plashed ac r css the co\.er . I f the re ading public 
ie too far ~one i? 1 inaifference t he venture will f a il anyway ; but. I 
feel ttiere is Jo reol ciiance t na t th ey ca;. 1 e dr awn into the allw-e 
of Blake ' s past achieve ment. Blake his tory is somethir1& tha t shou ld 
be pl ayed up , not do._..'?1. All those little salu te s from wel l - known 
au th or s ar.d retire d Scotland Yard men keep hintirl{" that there is a 
history - why not put naders fully in touch with i t ? 

GEJJRGE SELLARS (Sheffield) : I have al ways thought tt.. t J iIIIIDY Silver 
was ele c t ei! l:IS c.:1pt ain a fe w weeks ·aft er arriving at Rookwood, arxi 
no t To:nmy Dodd. Maybe Dariny is a bit mixed up. What do you think? 

(Danny was ri 6Lt . Tomm.Y Docd became cap t ain . No do'lbt Danny wi ll 
be putt ine u.s wise when JiCIIDJ' eve ntua l ly a ttai ns that l ofty posi 
tion . It is , of cour se , poesible that if those s tories were r e
·printe d in the S .O. L. (or in th e Popul ar }, so!I!e chan ges may have 
been ~tie :::,· t.!:e e. i to r . ilut many of t he s to ries of Rookwood were 
never r eprinted . - SD, ) 

H. MACHIN (Pr est on ) : collec tor s ' Digest for June - a most deligh t ful 
feas t of rEadi ng . 

STAN K!II GH:J' ( Cheltenh<,i,} : It was nice to he .-ree te<l by the repro - . . 
ducti on of the Nel5on Lee cove r "Nipper a t St . fr~r.ic: • 11 I have- nevP.r 
seer. this r:um~er al though I have t he r ep ri. r.t of the st ory in :.he N. L. 
3r".! ser i es . T.t WHS r:ic e al~ c to be r-emi:Jded of tne 50 t !-! a::ni ·,er sa ry , 
and I '3!ljoye ri t!1e write-t.p in t he cer.t~·: P<·(!f:J of C. L . 

~A.Li.ER WEB" (Hirm.i.nr:han:) : ':'he ol d cor t.roversy of sex in t he S . B . L., 
~-;;;;U y s et Bla kiana ali eh t s.ome ~'ear~ o.,~, has far,ned in to 
flame aga:ir, - and wit h a ver.ge,Mnce wtere t !le story " Wi t ches of 
?lot t ing Hill " is ('Oncernej . Hnvin ~ :·Pee '..his uove l fo r r eview 



pur pqses , I c-l~"· :~trcn , . .!.. 1·<.r. a:r ... n 1.? ·:-c-~·· t.nc.-:,:,--e: ·fi.t i.on ·u·,,r t''·l;P.eSt io n 
t i.at c,:-,rt t.i:-, f'-i:~~:.·~:=t :-w"ct o f d.:-t:, · ,...:'l t"'..lrc . '.:ar.d i •i! :,.·. J Jid not carr> 
for tr.in s tor.v ·,1e r.v ; .. ,;11 - ~:it c~.c:r~f t 1oes r.ot 'lppet:\l tc ~'.c"', thougt. T 
wou l1 :,ot C'Or1e:n:. ,J :;;t.or y or per 3oc ~l iislike of it~ '. tL 0 u:f- ·;i one . fio\,
ever , it .,,•i:;s 1:;.ite w~ll hTitt~n , ·ind ·-'i flY.er arid Pedr o W'i 1·,, prornir .e nt ly 
featured . whi -::h CVt'!=e!'lZ'•,te : "1c ~ o:..eAh.:r !'o:- t he la:k of !~Of "? i !'"!rredi 
ents I like t o savo ..:.r i~ .t;}," "1:u c ::'.l€r: • It contaJ t~ei . l i r:e ill tne 
othe r novel ~ ir , Le r. f: :. ic r.::-: .· ,c f·-:.r , :.: st::x e lf't.er.t , :ai.:--..1 the- l:P1"""""U&tre 

on occ as i on WP.~ s tro r#:, .:;tro!"'""" - not t.f'ces sari l y !:.'b.J - t.·;1~:.:-...:1:1{"(' :.~ 
offensive w!.e the r ut tere ,i 01.1. .rac.ic or t ~l evisior. or :c:=een in print . 
lot of i t i s unr1e c~csary , 'JJ1J I ~io 1.0~ ···11re fo r i t in ID.Y' Sl a ke reud i u,5', 
bu t th er e was no e pithet iL the st or y dese rvi ng the label '' dirty . '' 

In an ase where ·-l~t.e m'.lst stand or fal l by t he s t c>-_"Ua.rCz it haf' 
s et, I fe el t he puhli sber ~ .!ir e j•;.st i fie d: i n combining fil·st - cl!!SS novel fl 
with an e l ement of se1., a,,11C. tha t critic ism be a pplied only 1tiher. 1 .. he sex 
elem er. t i nc r eases to the rl.etri.:.ent of the st or y . At the pr esen t I con 
s i der t he balance rei:.sona ble rinri t hat eve ry su pport s hould be ex t ended 
t o ed i t or and publishe r s t o keep such r. 1·rort hwf.ile ins ti tu tion as Sext on 
Bl ak e & Co goin g fo r as l o!'lf: as they po:e~fbly can . 

Miss E.J . PATE {Sydney ) : Ifa.s any thing ~urther been decided atout a 
cl ub embl em? Too good ar. i dea to let pas.: . 
(The i dea is bei ng kept i n min..:, and t· . houe th a t i '1 rl'Je c O'rrse it !:BY 
be possi"ole t o put it i nto pr actice . - ED. ) 

J , A. WARK (Dunoon) : Can you settle • littl e ar guc,ent? l•iy f r iend woul d 
not a gree wi th me when I ma.int a.ine:d that ~Ir . Railton re turned to his 
post minus one ann af t er his se r vic e in t f.e f ir s t Wor ld War. He says 
t ha t a ll moc!ern yar ns Qfr d pic ture s stow the :l:ousemaste r as h3·1il1€ two 
arms . I think t hat 'JJY ~e mor"J is co r re ,: t :;i:-id that mti,yl:::e o sub - writ er 
depr i ved Rai l t on of sn a nr , and t l:e ol d l!Uaest ro restore:d i "";. 
{Mr. Ra ilton was ir.Cun::.ed , out we havt !10 re c ol.!.ectior~ of his e·,e r havi ng 
loet an arm. "The Ho~:err..•1st er ' s nor.:oeomir~ ·· w) 11 no doubt be .1tentior .ed 
i n Danny 1 s Diar:1 s oon. - ED. ) 

H. MACHIN (Pr est.or ,) : I r<!:~ell m,.v dc l i..:.:ht w:1131,, cr:e even 1r,~ iri :93i , J 
bought a- Geu. on s pec . r · .:: r"'r~ctic ally- e.1:,en ·.ir I.ope of evC·r ~~r;,einr a 
ge nuin e Gem Hgnir. . 7'1tn i re· Jrl t !.o:? tl,ri jlir.,: •'u.1.ottr.cE.::ie:1t t:h·1t •:_,, 
early st ori es t1er e '"O i;t; r ":rr inteG . Ar.other tt ..!"'il: «a.~ i~ 10 . , ~f1e"' r 
bour,~t 11 ~opy o!" l 1,(; j,.,".;;t..'!" "f;_i.ool . :~i·c~, .. t1·! ~!"o?'.J, i hwi f.i rJ.sheJ 
one chapter I k . .new :,d ti 1ot:.t :cur t '::!Hit fr•· ~toI ·.: c·'ll!f1 fro:n t he ms.ster pe n . 
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